Endometrial carcinoma occurring in patients under the age of 45 years.
Endometrial adenocarcinoma is frequently unsuspected in women under the age of 45 years by the gynecologist or the pathologist, but it does occur. Twenty-seven cases of endometrial adenocarcinoma in this age group, from 1980 to 1985, were reviewed clinically and pathologically. Five cases were excluded by histologic examination. Obesity and abnormal vaginal bleeding were shown to be risk factors. Endometrial screening is to be encouraged. This cancer may arise de novo rather than from a premalignant precursor. Implications of this neoplasm for the premenopausal woman are considered.